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The Yellow Button and xShare: 
Citizen Data Portability in Action 

About xShare

The Yellow Button vision

Data exchange in action 



..Expanding the European EHRxF to 

share and effectively use

health data within the EHDS 

xShare…

3
xShare project: HORIZON-RIA - HORIZON Research and Innovation Action, 

December 2023-November 2026



The xShare three pillars
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Everyone can share 

their health data in 

EEHRxF with a

“click-of-a-button”

Build a European 

EHRxF Standards 

and Policy Hub 

sustainable by 

design.

Explore the 

feasibility and value

of an EU xShare 

Industry label

The HubThe “Yellow button” The Industry label

xShare Vision: Everyone can share their health data in EEHRxF (the format) with a

click-of-a-button in the European Health Data Space (EHDS)



EHDS: Rights of natural persons in primary use
placing patients at the center of their health and care

Source: European Commission 5
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The xShare project vision: the Yellow Button
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Everyone can share their health 

data in EEHRxF 

With a “click-of-a-button”

The “Yellow button”



The Yellow Button in xShare

With the yellow button, patients can
○ Download their data from hospitals 

○ Upload their data 

○ Import their data in smartphone apps

○ Share their data with doctors (possibly abroad)

○ Follow the progress of their health 

○ Co-relate with the data of family members 

○ Have the full-picture of their health 



The European EHR Exchange Format (EEHRxF)

EHDS Article 15 mandates a format for the transmission of health data: 
the European Electronic Health Record exchange Format (EHRxF)

The Format 
○ Is based on existing standards 

and specifications 
○ Has been further elaborated among 

EC and Member States (Xt-EHR)
○ Will be officially published 

on/before 26 March 2027



xShare Yellow Button

Healthcare 
providers

National 
healthcare 
infrastructure

Health app

EEHRxF

Third-party health app

Download One-time share

Healthcare professional
(national or cross-border)

A relative



xShare “Yellow” Button Vision

Click’n share their health data in EEHRxF at a click-of-a-button

○ Download

○ One-time share

○ Linked options

Laboratory Report

Hospital Discharge Report

Patient Summary

Imaging Report

ePrescription/ Dispense

IPS+R for Research

Care Plans

11



Yellow Button IG - https://build.fhir.org/ig/hl7-eu/xShare/

https://build.fhir.org/ig/hl7-eu/xShare/
https://build.fhir.org/ig/hl7-eu/xShare/
https://build.fhir.org/ig/hl7-eu/xShare/
https://build.fhir.org/ig/hl7-eu/xShare/
https://build.fhir.org/ig/hl7-eu/xShare/
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Seven adoption sites 
already in the xShare 
project
+ 
the results of the 
ongoing open calls

https://usecase-repository.ihe-europe.net/xshare-use-cases/


Ongoing open call for Yelow Button implementers
(here: 2nd call)

• Review the Briefing and 
resources 

• Determine
• Which functionalities 

/ data
• TD ? RS? 
• Prepare and submit 

proposal
• Deadline:  29 May 2026

Proposal

• [If accepted, and 
contract signed]

• Develop the 
demonstration 
(within six weeks)

• Perform conformance 
testing (mandatory)

• When completed 
contact YBOC team

Development
• [if you go for real 

solution]
• Develop first the 

demonstration 
• Implement the solution 

in a real-life setting 
(within six weeks)

• When completed 
contact YBOC team

Implementation 

• Prepare and send 
deliverables

• Deliver interview with 
YBOC team and/or 
Evaluation Committee

• Send invoice 
• Support 

communications

Final review
•Final xShare

conference
•Communication 

and dissemination 
opportunities 

Communication

May 2026

June 2026

July 2026

August 2026

September 2026

October 2026 

November 2026



Two options, conditions, and timelines

“Technical Demonstrations” have six weeks / 42 days
○ A solution development (“proof of concept”)
○ Gazelle conformance testing
○ Final review with the evaluation committee 
○ Deliverables 

“Real solutions” have another six weeks (total of 84 days) 
○ Solutions implemented “in real life”
○ Final review at the end of the implementation
○ Additional deliverables



Why should developers and providers join? 

Incentives 
○ Deliver proof of EHDS readiness 
○ Up to EUR 12,500 in funding
○ Dissemination opportunities 

Next steps 
○ Go to https://xshare-project.eu/
○ Leave your email in the expressions 

of interest form
○ Learn when the next call is launched

https://xshare-project.eu/
https://xshare-project.eu/
https://xshare-project.eu/
https://xshare-project.eu/


Thank you!
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